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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 

Listing of Claims 

J. (currently amended) An image processor apparatus comprising- 
means for acquiring designation data fr om the user ; 

means for coupling image data corresponding to the designation data to each otfiey 
te-form a group-fke-m; 

means for detecting a feature of the image data corresponding to the designation 

data; and 

means for uncoupling the image data wit hin the group , coupled by the coupling 
means corresponding to the designation data, according to each feature of image data 
corresponding to the designation data in th e n ame gro up. 

2. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, further 

comprisino whenain : 

there io further provided means for dividing the image data into small areas; 
wherein the coupling means couples the small areas of the image data to each 
other to group them according to the designation data; 

wherein the feature detecting means detects a feature of each of the small areas; 

and 
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wherein the uncoupling means uncouples the small areas having been coupled by 

the coupling means from each other according to the features of the small areas in the same 

group. 

3. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 2,-wfref& ffl furthe r 

comprising : 

there io further provid e d means for storing, for each of the small areas, 
information on positions of designation data corresponding to the small areas in the image data, 
designation-time information and identifier information indicative of whether each of the smalJ 
areas belongs to any object image; 

wherein the coupling means couples small areas corresponding to earlier 
designation data and small areas corresponding to current designation data to each other by 
storing the same identifier information as identifier information corresponding to the earlier 
designation data stored in a storage means so as to correspond to the small areas corresponding 
to the current designation data; and 

wherein the uncoupling means uncouples, when one of a plurality of small areas 
to which the same identifier information is appended by the coupling means is different in 
feature from other small areas, the one and other small areas from each other by changing the ■ 
identifier information of the one small area to different one of the other small areas. 

4. (original) The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 

the feature detecting means detects, as the feature, the movement of an object in 

image data in interesting small areas in interesting image data of moving image data consisting 

of a plurality of image data. 
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5. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 4, where wfurtfa -r 

comprising : 

there is further provided means for computing a time interval between designation 
data earlier than the designation-tine information on the designation data and current designation 
data; and 

wherein the coupling means couples the small areas to each other when the time- 
interval computed by the time inteival computing means is less than a predetermined threshold 
while storing, when the time interval exceeds the predetermined threshold into the data storing 
means, different identifier information from identifier information corresponding to the earlier 
designation data information correspondingly to the cunrent designation data not to couple the 
small areas corresponding to the earlier designation data and those corresponding to the current 
designation to each other. 



PATENT 
450 101-032< [3 



6. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein[[:]] 
the feature detecting means judges whether objects in interesting small area image 
data corresponding to the interesting image data are stationary or moving, based on a difference 
between the interesting small area image data and peripheral image data adjacent in the direction 
of time to the interesting small area image data; and 

the coupling means works -is adapted to: 

store, when the small area image data corresponding to the earlier designation 
data are stationary objects, the interesting small area image data are judged to be stationary and 
the time interval computed by the time interval computing means is less than the predetermined 
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threshold, the same identifier information as the identifier information corresponding to the 
earlier designation data stored in the storing means into the storing means correspondingly to ihe 
small areas corresponding to the current designation data to couple the small areas corresponding 
to the earlier designation data and those corresponding to the current designation data to each 
other; 

store, when the small area image data corresponding to the earlier designation 
data are moving objects, the interesting small area image data are judged to be moving and the 
time interval computed by the time interval computing means is less than the predetermined 
threshold, the same identifier information as the identifier information corresponding to the 
earlier designation data stored in the storing means into the storing means correspondingly to the 
small areas corresponding to the current designation data to couple the small areas corresponding 
to the earlier designation data and those corresponding to the current designation data to each 
other; and store, when the time interval exceeds the predetermined threshold or when the result 
of the stationary/moving judgment of the small area image data corresponding to the earlier 
designation data is different from that of the small area image data corresponding to the current 
designation data, identification information different from the identifier information 
corresponding to the earlier designation data into the data storing means correspondingly to the 
current designation data not to couple the small areas corresponding to the earlier designation 
data and those corresponding to the current designation data to each othen 

7-12 (canceled) 
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13. (currently amended) A communication apparatus for sending image dam, 

comprising: 

an input means to which image data are supplied continuously; 
means for receiving time-spatial position designation data for the image data; 
means for coupling image data corresponding to the received designation data to 
er^^-efheiH e form a group-them; 

means for detecting a feature of each of the image data corresponding to the 
designation data; and 

means for uncoupling the image dat a within the group , coupled by the coupling 
means and corresponding to the designation data, according to each of the features of the 
designation data - i n the same group , 

14. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 13, whefe wfmthe r 

comprising : 

there is further provided means for dividing the image data into small areas; 
wherein the coupling means couples the small areas of the image data to each 
other to group them according to the designation data; 

wherein the feature detecting means detects a feature of each of the small areas; 

and 

wherein the uncoupling means uncouples the small areas, having been coupled bv 
the coupling means, according to the features of the small areas in the same group. 
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15. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 14, wheyemfurthcr 

comprising : 

the re is further provided means for storing, for each of the small areas, 
information on positions of designation data corresponding to the small areas in the image data, 
designation-time information and identifier information indicative of whether each of the small 
areas belongs to any object image; 

wherein the coupling means couples small areas corresponding to earlier 
designation data and small areas corresponding to current designation data to each other by 
storing the same identifier information as identifier information corresponding to the earlier 
designation data stored in a storage means so as to correspond to the small areas corresponding 
to the current designation data; and 

wherein the uncoupling means uncouples, when one of a plurality of small areas 
to which the same identifier information is appended by the coupling means is different in 
feature from other small areas, the one and other small areas from each other by changing the 
identifier information of the one small area to different one of the other small areas. 

16. (original) The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein 

the feature detecting means detects, as the feature, the movement of an object in 
image data in interesting small areas in interesting image data of moving image data consisting 
of a plurality of image data. 

17. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 16, where fflfuithci 

comprising : 
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there is further provided -means for computing a time interval between designation 

data earlier than the designation-time information on the designation data and current designation 

data; and 

vvhe rein the coupling means couples the small areas to each other when the time 
interval computed by the time interval computing means is less than a predetermined threshold 
while storing, when the time interval exceeds the predetermined threshold into the data storing 
means, different identifier information from identifier information corresponding to the earlier 
designation data information correspondingly to the current designation data not to couple the 
small areas corresponding to the earlier designation data and those coiresponding to the current 
designation to each other. 



18. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein[[:]] 
the feature detecting means judges whether objects in interesting small area imaj;e 
data corresponding to the interesting image data are stationary or moving, based on a difference 
between the interesting small area image data and peripheral image data adjacent in the direction 
of time to the interesting small area image data; and 

the coupling means werfer -is adapted to: 

store, when the small area image data corresponding to the earlier designation 
data are stationary objects, the interesting small area image data are judged to be stationary and 
the time interval computed by the time interval computing means is less than the predetermined 
threshold, the same identifier information as the identifier information coiresponding to the 
earlier designation data stored in the storing means into the storing means correspondingly to the 
small areas corresponding to the current designation data to couple the small areas corresponding 
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to the earlier designation data and those corresponding to the current designation data to each 

, other, 

store, when the small area image data corresponding to the earlier designation 
data are moving objects, the interesting small area image data are judged to be moving and the 
time interval computed by the time interval computing means is less than the predetermined 
threshold, the same identifier information as the identifier information corresponding to the 
earlier designation data stored in the storing means into the storing means correspondingly to the 
small areas corresponding to the current designation data to couple the small areas corresponding 
to the earlier designation data and those corresponding to the current designation data to each 
other; and 

store, when the time interval exceeds the predetermined threshold or when the 
result of the stationary/moving judgment of the small area image data corresponding to the 
earlier designation data is different from that of the small area image data corresponding to the 
current designation data, identification information different from the identifier information 
corresponding to the earlier designation data into the data storing means correspondingly to the 
current designation data not to couple the small areas corresponding to the earlier designation 
data and those corresponding to the current designation data to each other. 



of: 



19. (currently amended) An image processing method comprising the steps 
acquiring designation dat a from the user ; 

coupling image data corresponding to the designation data to eaeh-e thor to form t . 



group them; 
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detecting a feature of the image data corresponding to the designation data; and 

uncoupling the image data within the group , coupled by the coupling means and 

corresponding to the designation data, according to each feature of image data corresponding to 

the designation dat a - in th e sarno gro **p. 

20. (canceled) 

2 1 . (currently amended) A communication method for sending image data, 
comprising the steps of: 

inputting image data continuously; 

receiving time-spatial position designation data for the image data; 
coupling image data corresponding to the received designation data to each otho? 
teform a group them ; 

detecting a feature of each of the image data corresponding to the designation 

data; and 

uncoupling the image dat a within the group , coupled by the coupling means and 
corresponding to the designation data, according to each of the features of the designation data-in 



22. (currently amended) A computer readable sto rage- .feeding medium 
having provided there a compu ter exec ut able program which can be read by an information 
processing means, the program comprising the steps of: 

acquiring designation data-4 
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coupling image data corresponding to the designation data to each other to form a 

group-them; 

detecting a feature of the image data corresponding to the designation data; and 
uncoupling the image data within the group , coupled by the coupling means and 

corresponding to the designation data, according to each feature of image data corresponding to 

the designation data4f 



23. (canceled) 

24. (currently amended) A yeeefdw ^omputer readable s torage medium 
having stored therein a computer executable program which can be read by an information 
processing means, the program comprising the steps of: 

inputting image data continuously; 

receiving time-spatial position designation data for the image data; 
coupling image data corresponding to the received designation data to each o ther 
to form a group-Ehem; 

detecting a feature of each of the image data corresponding to the designation 

data; and 

uncoupling the image dat a within the group , coupled by the coupling means and 
corresponding to the designation data, according to each of the features of the designation data-+* 

the- sam e group. 
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